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wee ab . 
er i ar pre 
| Country. and.h butter ne Again it, of 
the Declamat ions of the Pulpit, as well a Sow the Prefs : :; = i 
being like to come under the Confidiration of the High Court of Parlia- 


ſtice 2 wit Taper to the real Ines f Religzon and the Kingdom, and not by 


att ion or the a Party: running up and down alſe Views 
{things and others Spas of eaſy to 12 0 upd e and to Leh eel dough their 
pe 


Facles ; it canned be unacceptable * 7550 ay eſe the Good = Neligi- 
n and Toe Country, wo mow ir et laid bef, — 2 25 in RS and true 
Light, that they may e capable ing. a right of it theenſelves prevent 
heir being 725974 upon by others. gf „ order to which, Iſh my all Sinterity and 
impartiality, write the follawing Ele, e ihn 12 ne Ay 
may. do it to berter purpoſe..." 10 | 


1 FE. 


not to be meaſured: by the Laus of a Kingdom, or by the 
Decrees of a Church; but by the Iuſtitutibm of ſeſus Chriſt 
Himſelf, ſo thit to conſider, of them a. right, we muſt have recourſe 
Io their Source and Original And therelore, ſince: the Lams ol the 
Kingdom are not like the Deerees of the Medes and Hen aus, that 
A cannot be changed or bettered, nor the 44s of a: Church unalter- 
able, unleſs it can be made appear, that they are the very ſame 


with the Inſtitution of Jeſus. Chriſt, I hops it will not: o end the 


3 Things that concern — Relj 2 of Jeſus Chi are 


High Court of Parliament, that, the Grievances: of the Epiſcopal 


Clergy and People, be, with all due Submiſſion humbiy - rehrrfent 
ed, that where it hall: appear they have juſt cauſe o Complaint, 


Her Majeſty, with the Advice and Conlent of the Eaates of Pari 
ment, may, according to- Her Reyab Goodneſs, gixe them all 
due Eaſe and Fatisſaction : And. if it ho made appear, that the pre: 
byteriag brechren are neither Charitable nor ots them lohohd; 
ifthey have the wee 1 * 9 
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| Eonſeſt and Amend this Fault, 3 have got tlie ſtart of 
_ them in procuring the Laws to be made in their favour, and in op- yu; 
poſition to their Brethren... Let us then briefly conſider things in the 
their firſt: Source and Original. w noone: 4.1 
„Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt eme to ta e Men off from Self and ffom 
the FPorld, and to bring them to the true Love f Go and of dne ll. 
another, to teach them' how to deny.themſetver. and take ad heir 
Croſs:and folow Him.; how to mortify their earthly. Members; theit I wa 
carnal: Appetites and Senſes, their Love of the World and -carthly 
Things, that He mitzht inſpire them with the Love of God, and of 


things Eternal; how to be Mel and Lowly in Heart, to judge tben. 
they might ſee clea ri to gull i be Mote nut of their Brothers.: He was 
not ſollcitous about mating clean the ont. ſide of the Cup, but td have 
them renewed in their Hearts, and in the Spirit of their Minds, as 
well knowing the other: would naturally follow, as if once the 
Rvor and the Tree be good, ſo wit ke Fruit alſo: And all this He 
7 4 them both by Word and Dec. 


s uſed no Method of Conſtraint to draw Men in tobe His Pl. 
eiples and Followers. Our: Bleſſed Lord did not eſtabliſn His Re- 
tigion by Free and Cbuſtraiot, but by Perſwaſion and Teaching; He 
will have a willing Preple, and He makes them ſo, inthe Day of His 
Pomerr When many of his Diſeiples left Him, becauſe of ſome Say · 
ing ol His which they did not reliſn, He gave them ſree Liberty and 
dpenedthe Door to ler the Twelve go too, if they pleasd, WH! y: 
ae l %. and their ſtay with him was from a free and wil- 
ung Obeice : To whom pl we ge? for Thou balt the Words of Bier: 
— e: He was not deſireous to have 4 Multitude brought in to 
hear Him Preach, and to call themſelves His Diſciples by Force and 
by. Conſtraint, ab well knowing that would fill his- Church "with: 
-Hypderices; wfroſt: "Dilpolition* of all others; was 'moft hate: 
fro} Him- When his Diſeiples told Him, they had ſeen one 
\cattiongs out Devils in His Name and Horbade him, becauſe“ he 
)C0öͥ0] ꝝ T4 =>..." S 


m0.) - 


ul 


t of — be Gig „F (Ex 3 
op · ¶ gainſt us, i ſor us... When thoſe of — — 
in the common Offices of Humanity, and uld · 
I give Him Lodging for a Night, becauſe: Heowss: FS, _ 
and ſome of Elis Diſciples, from a warm Teal fol: their Lord aud 
Maſter, woud have been calling for Fire from Heaven to Conſume 
mem, as Elia did, He rebuked them, ſaying; Le bum wr: — 
manner of Spirit ye are . For the Son of Man. ram no 10 
n 1 0 8 co. val; VCO o 

It was urpoſe and Wi us That alk bir Church 
ſhould be one, not thoſt only only of one Nation, or under one Civil 


ion dented fim 
e 


compoltly bujlt together, of which: len were to: be admitted Citi 
zens upon certain Qalifications and -Condirions, and no- . 
Terms, either 01 


as hy or Precinct, muſt make the Terms, ing 
the e priviledges of the City, or of bearing particulat Offices ini it, 
He wer or otlier, than the Maſter Bui inſet bas made them: 


I was His Will, That all His Caen ſhould be ove! Body; πW]¹ 
of He is the the Head, ng of which there: are man Member}; ani ap 
Members have not the ſame: Office; H :al* Members" uhr the* Ehe, 
where were the Hearing? Tf all were the' Em, bert wert ber 
linge Not one Member can ſay of another, 7 bave vo neui of v 
The Unity that Jeſus Chriſt would hate in His Church, is not 
that of Force and Conſtraine; but the in ef theSpivie in be Be 
of Prare; It ĩs not like that of # Hebp'of Stones tro . 
by Force, but Laue S 23 dy te 
Cement of Love arid Charity, not like char of a Carcaſs, noon 
leton, ora Puppet, only faltned 2 by Wiyes, and perform 
ing all its Morions by'ſome-ontward: We erden but ca 725 
ving. Body animated wirh a*\living:$ 3 

Love receiving all irs Influences! en Tb. re aud "Gp 
inte Him is al things; from ubomrh u. Body: Veh fes, 
walk and CO ROOM 76k eee 
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R < 6 59 hs 
"x in the meaſure of every part, mal are 
"| the Body eo the Le of We Lowe, = 
2% Now, ds in tbe Body there art many Members, and every une be 
11 the Jame-Office, nor is there 2 Parity; eve ſo our Lord je. 
fs. Chaiſt, in the Edifying of His Body, e not to have given 
all the ſame Office, nor eſtabliſhed a perfect Parity among the Buil. 
ders; de Apoſtles, and ſome Prophets, and ſome Evan. 
poi and ſame Paſtars and Tearhers, for the Edifying of the 2 
There are Diverſities of Giſts, hut the ſame 
ah :Adniiniſtrativn or Offices, but the ſame Lord, — 
uer fit ies of Operat ions, ut it is ibe ſame GOD which workerb all inal, 
Pleaſe'read 1 Cor. 12. and: Eph. 4. 

If the Presyterian Brethren would conf der things nn winhout 
Paſhonand, Prejudice, with a ſiagle Eye, and notmeature the /n/ſtitution; 
ol jeſus Chriſt by the Acts of General Aſſemblies, but by the Records 

of Divine Writ, | am perſwaded, they would ſee; That Jeſus Chriſt be- 
ſtowing Diverſities of Gifts, made alſo Diverfities of Adminiſtrations, 
and an lmparity of Office Bearers in His Church; That it was ſo under 
the Old Teſtameut; eannot:be denied, chere being Prieſtsand:Levites, Il 
uo had their ſeveral Offices aſſigned them : That our Saviour inſti- N pri. 
nited a Difference of Orders and Gres in His Church, and not a Pari- cell 
ty, is evident ſrom the Goſpel; He choſe out among His Diſciples Se-. £ K. 
vent y, ta hom He gave Power to Teach, and to Baptize; and to 
Mork. MirecJes ; He choſe out alſo — Apoſt ies, and ſent them 
ſomh to Freachi the Kingdom of GOD; andito heal che dict: After His 


Aſcenſion, When be gave Commiſſion to them. 70 go and teaehal N ap; 


Nations, and andued tliem with Power from ov Higbſthey alfo:conti- ¶ the 
nued;. we iſee, the ſame Hnparity of Office 1 the Church; Þ va 


| 1 cher Apoſtie Paul ſortſed Limot by at Epbeſus, and. Titus at Cete n to En 


Qrdain Elders zer. Paſtors am every City, and, Deacons giving _ 
_ 


 Diretions, hat ſort of erſons theꝝ ought to be, as appears el 
bis Woe te imat by and Tituus And .in the Revelation, be 
* —— Da ITN mw rnd on 


men- || ab 


n 


ET 2 OO, mone than one Elder or 


nd the-Sewen Candleſticks are the: Seven Churches (eu. 1 20.) 


hus we ſee, ſo ſar as Divine Records go, it is evident, That there 
ud was an Iaparity of ee the Church of Jeſus Chriſt. 


ut greater hai to che contrary, os the Practice of. ps whole 


ns Catholick Church immediatly from the Apoltle's times, there being 


d ſin every, Church ſuch an Order and Imparity ſettled of Biſbyps, 3 
e- resbyta/ i, or Paſteurs and Deacons, witli 2 due Subordination = 


s, Jone another, all conſecrated, to the Service of God, /with;-pawerits 
er N preach the Goſpel, as is evigent from the Epiſt les of Ignatius, who” 
1 


lved ſo near the 44. of the Apoſtles, and all the; Writings of, the 
primitive Fathers, and ancient Church Hiſtaties a Aud as it is er- 


i. cellently obſerved, if Lrightly -remember, by the Royah- Martyn 


King Charles the Firſt-of. Glorious. Memory; it cannon» be / image 
ned, That, before the days of Conſtantine, the hole Church would 
have conſpired to have made ſo great a Change of CharchiGouers- 


ꝛgainſt it by the People and Paſtors, eſpecially when they, ,whohad- 
the Saperintendency and Preſidency over them, had noigther-Ad< 
vantage thereby, 1 — to be the more expoſed to een en Y 


£ 


Enemies, and to be the firſt Martyrs. - 


As the Church had this Government in the nend —— pur⸗ 
eſt for. Religion, tho ſharpeſt for Perſecution, ſo it continved to 
be the Government of the Carbolick Church through all the Nati- 
ons of che Earth for 3 500 Years; - Aſter which time, that lament= 


A. 

0 

a 

4 ment, from what was inſtituted by > eſis Chriſt; and no Remonſtrance 
, 

| 


able Schiſm happening, that has ſo miſerably divided the Weſtern 


Parts el the Catholick Church, the Proteliants did, not ne 
Reaſon 


Py 


( 9.9 | Wes | 
5 Ms 7 Vet 7 t 11 U Ae « 5 pt FnctzaR 
Paſtor in every | 
hurch Vet Chriſt directs to one, that had the cbieſ Cate of eve- 
y Church ; The Seven Stars arg the Angels if the; Seuen Churcher,.; 


auto the Argel of the Church of Epheſus. write, Se Ae. 2. 1.) 
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Reaſon ry the 5b ot it MP +.” the Chajch of "ER their gz 
ſing upon them Conditions of Communien, whict were not? 

red by by the Pritnirive Church, nor inſtituted! 


partieularhy in that theyg added ke, and ehlafged; the Achem 
Creeds ofitnhe Ohurch, adding TWelvd artiefeö more to the Tele 
Primitive ones of the Apoſtolic \CteeY. ' In che Véar 151 1 there 
was à Proteſtat ius made in Germam by the Prinees and tates ae 
gainſt an Edict publiſhed againſt. Liberty of Conſcience,” fra which 
they were called 4 7 Alid now, aſter fear 200 Years, 
there want not'Occafions of Protefing's agaluſt the Oppreſſörs of 
Men's Conſciences, and that againſt Froteſtafts tkemſelves, Who, 
ho they plead for Liberty of Conſcience -themfelves,” cannot en- 
guts to Tolerate any, that diſſent in the leaſt from them. eee 
= greateſt part of theſe Weſtern Chire les, „ which found" Ine. 
voſlury to” [eparate from the Churett of Rome, Were" careful t6'doit 
. only in theſe things which they ſaw” Were manifeſt Coruptions' in 
Dottrine-and Worſhip, and not to abandon what was in it ſelf good 
and of Primitive and Apoſtoick Original, however it ripe þ have 
been abuſed by that Church; but to Tetreive the good and” ancient 
uſe thereof: They did ndr lay alide the ancient Creedi, but only 
the neu Artieles which the Churek of Rome had added to them; 
Nor thought they the Holy geripturei fo obſcure in things necoſſr 
ry to Savation, that they might not be read to the People without 
an'Humane Gloſs, — took Care only to have it done in # known 
Tongue; Nor thought they it unfit,” That the great and common 
Needs oſ the Church, When they ere met together, ſhoùld be 
preſented beſore God by the Miniſter, the Mouth of the People, in 
ze ſame Words, that the People might: know., about what things 
xy yy ongit to excite their . Defires and Affections, aud to 


—_— were tu ſay Or, That the Holy Sacraments 


adrolniſtrecaſtes the 1 manner, rather 5 to hazard 


——— and Reverence due to thoſe things to the Indiſcretioa 
ot er Ty” Bot _— 1600 Daw! Thar all ſhould be in 
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7 ihe evil is far regler 9 every Miniſter 
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teres: That where there is Parity, there is always Prelacy upon the 
Cſs: 


| preſides by Office, . thinking 
elt, and not on him; Or 8 


af Ds »arher the Effect of their Citcumftances,. 
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i biaifai 75 ang 
,ſhews 4Pride and W illalgels 1 55 thing, and treats others 


Wühz 5 unbounded Jaſolence,cſpecially in the Palpir and their Judice- 


mgiter, or a continual Strife and n, either ſome one by Cun- 
ning gets the Alcendant over alf che reſt in a Precin@, and will not 
e luch Conſcience to doalways what is juſt and ri he, as he who 
the Reproach ol it will 1y.upon all the 
her ways, where all are not humble 
are apt to contend and ſſiſxe with ane another: That every Miniſfer is 
not fit ſor every Office in the Church, but has need to be trained by 
Deg grees, as we ſee it in all ocher 3 . to that * 


Ty * oaks | 
75 : b. 85 
the ;he W nc 7 2 is 15 


ee , FTE _ 
| Scotland, ſaw it 


WOK torn the prin ok 


"Juſt and neceſſary,to keep (ti 10 8 andSubordination of Of- 


fice Bearers in the Chutch ; And 3 badi otherxways, did not 


in it, and zheir diſſerent practice 


condemn, but rather approve them 


than their Choice. 
At the firſt Reſormation in ScoNend, our . OE it — 


, to have an Imparity of Paſtors in the C nd therefore e- 
 fabliſhed Superintendents, who were Conſe: — = —9 Office 
had their Dioceſſes aſſigned them, with power to viſit and plagt 
- Churches, | to try Miniſters and cenſure them, Sc. Which Impari- 
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ty continue 0 .Yearn.o fer. the: —— wil the” ö 
e eee ea kia ng: 
on-theirBrethren Periry,vas fitſt ſarrled here, from which'itime! the ; 


- 5 n % =» cb — 


beginning of all our Conſuſions may be dated= And aſter that the at. 

71 all Occaſions. , Joining with the:Paltiqns in the State, gave 

go ſmall Diſturbance to it; Sa chat the moſt ſobher and wiſe among 

che Miniſters ſa w it abſolutely expedient, for the good: of 1 

to pc with the King's Deſire, and to reſtate again an:Smparity 

aud Subordination ofPaſtors in the Church in the Year: 1610, Which 
continued till the Vear 1638, when the Diſeontented Factions in the 

State, ſerving themſelves of the Miniſters, to kindle and blow the 

Fire which dedroyd the Peace andproſperity of this Iſland, they con- 

cur'd, with them, to ſet up their Beloved Farily again: And when 

the. Nation had groan'd under the Fata] Miſchieſs of it for Twenty 

Two Fears, and chex themſelves had broken it into rreconcileable Par- 

ties, the reſtori ng.ofPeace,Order and lawfulGovernment i 12 'theStafe, Fe) 2 "I 

was a mean allo ſ2-vore-efdablih the former wparity and Subordinatis - 

on in the Paſters: of the Church; Which continue d till this great Re . 

— when the greateſt part of the Nation ſtanding by, and be- 

amazed at ſo extraordinary and ſudden a — of ihe State, 
be presbyterians ſtruck in, and thereby got themſelves ſettled into 

z new Form of. Government, and the then ſtanding and legal Mini: 

ſters of the Church tutij d out, as to the greatelt part of them, by 

ways and means never before heard of, and the reſt ſtript of bat | 
cleſaſt ical Power which belonged to them as Paſtors, and which they 
themſelves acknowledge to be eſſentially neceſſaty to their Office. 

A great part of the Miniſters of the Nation Legally and Eecleſt- 

2 aſtically ſettled in their Churches were, without being Accuſed, 
Convicted or Judged ſor any Fault, turn d out with their Wives and 
lulants in the Winter Seaſon {rom their Hlauſes, Offices, aud Liv- - 

t, in a moſt unworthy and hſul manner by [»/olent 

| RG ne n tho N e never Nemou- 
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ſtrate: Nor has there „ (chi day ay  kindoi Rode kr. 
- of a Barbarity; ſo unbecoming a Chriſtian Nation:: che 
The Presbyteriaus. got the exerciſc — eliaſtical 
Power of the Kirk of. this Nation ſet led into the hands of about 50 
5 Survivin prosby teriaiſ xeſiniſters, tagethet with ſoch . Miniſters and 
a Bidersa<they had aſſumed or ſnould aſume, into the;:Gavernment; 
e Aude got? all che reſt of the Miniſters af the Nation 
ſtript oft he ons half of their Miviferial Funif iam and abſolutely 
lubje SR ctvoicheir: Power and Authority, a kind of [mparitynever 
5 before heard of, and Deſtructive of the very Principles of fresbyen 
Wich What Severity they have Borded it over theirgrethren where 
the Civil Governmeat permitted them,, is well known td this Na- 
tion bringing forth Libels againſt them without an nn and 
: wing all Acts poſſible to Blacken and Deſame them. 
* -F — of the Epiſcopal Misifters: FI this 
| ' Naridir were turned out for not giving Aiur to ſome 
Eaws then Enacted; whith>they judged they could not do with a 
Sell Conſcience; and ſo they behoved to ſubmit with Patience: 
But beſide their former Tyes and Hogagements, this. may be ſaid 
in their behalf, That as they lived pezceably and quietly under the 
Tere:Goveriment without giving it any D cer it being a #4w 
- Afabliſhmentfounded upon the ſecuringnof Men's.) Rig hier, Beberiy 
aud Property and the publick Mun iſeſton c hich uſhered it in giving 
Aſſurance of this, it was no- wonder, that hen a whole ſtate and 
order of Men i in the Nation found themſeſves aten ſuch · ; ays ſtript 
oftheir Rights, Liberties,” and Properties, om a ſudddem without a 
Hearing, withour being tho or Convicted of any: ſaulr,where. 
by they Forfault e eee haſty tog zin and aſſert te 
the Rights and Equ ch aniEftabliſkment;! tome Lot 
kit de ee Whether a 7olerarion- and 76 Mense alt 
_wwbopramedtTorhe-Epilcopal: Clergy, I humbly think chis cannot in 
Iftice aut Byuity bedenyed them I herehas been much Talk of the 
N of 'Grievancer, and ran of a , rate and O7. 


der- 
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the ſta ft ole, arins or Burxeſſes ofethe Nation 


thy of the conſideration of the High: Court) of Parlidment tot have 


Redreſſed them, if the one half afgthem bad been turned put of all 
theirs Liberties, andb the other: deprived bf 4 fung parr ufabem: 


Now all the Miniſtors of a” whole Chutobrand Num deſcrve tb 
have their - caſe conſidered, they were laufulhy curd ain d Miviſters' 
of the Goſpel, lawſully ſettled in their Churches newer Chnyidter 
of a Fault or Crime to{Foriaulealieny by Their Office che une Sund 


to Preach the Goſpel; andithe ee 
ſtian Nation are bound i git and. Fate to Profit xen; 


they were Rabbled out againſt 
Again, under tlie-Epiſcppal Goverdmeęut ofthe Chafvff cin ber- 
oilt ole eee , scene an and 
2 ers together, aud t lle met it Hrebyttieb atm and 

in the exereiſe of Chur I 
2 Imparity f 
Inſtitution, and the want: ob it ar 
Church, yet not ſuch aas makeslit cenſe to bela urch rer deptives- 
the] Baſtors of the | Hetleftaſt iat. Power; wllich ſillrefides in them; 
and they have 2 Right t Exercen witliout whith they cannôt be 
Paſtors* Nos upon tlie Suppoſition of the 
ſelves» and laying aſide the EniſoopalFrinti pls it being — 4 
dimertal Principlenef Pretbytry q that thirtis u Sup Office 


lors 2 4 Hulle and! Amdftelicar 


above that of the ordinary: Paſtor; The Predbyietalr Miniſters ould = 
not in Conſcience: and: Equity Exerer "Authority; on Ford” ir 
over their. Bretiten, and Citd\ and JU 


tries: Sygodsland Generale Aſſembiiesj ot ü wed 
tochave ahy 


if Four tor F veoſthe: Burgherr of he Nation Gone to: Ob. 


l enn el 


with ſueh bard-meaſure, they wobid ee Arr, it 4 . 


Lan both Divine and Hutane. 
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agrcat-andiinombleDeſs in- a 


Presbyterians then” 


end before rhei Rres by. 
Vote, enber bytbemſel vr br rheinDireints? This „ 


tain a Priviledge; That rhit Mi nagement of Mitte Kore es © 8 
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n hold yearly Meetings, and 10 cull the other Repel Bur- 
dan belore them and Judge and Cenſure them, or deprive them 
- picheir Priviledges as they ſaw meet. Now this is contrary to Na, 
Feind Satisfaction to all Her Subjects; fo that the matter lyes 
triebe the Hovonr of che Juſtice and Equity of the Nation. © + 
in this Kingdom, in our preſt 


an them te Proach the Goſpei, and on the Chyiltian Civil d 


1 
| 

| * 
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1 
g 


do nor 


— : of : 
a ow” 


y ple ſed to aſſume ro them, and they ſhou\dbeimpowerel 


a Squity and the Eſſential power that belongs to them as Mi- 
ns of the Goſpel: And Her Majeſty is deſirous to give due 


iy at the Door of the Honourable Eftates of Parliament to re. 


Ache ſaid, That noi Neceflity can be pleaded for a Toleration 
| nt Circumſtances. I Anſwer, firſt 
with reſpect to the Epiſespal Ciergy, and then to the People. 
. the Firſt, the Neceſſity is made evident already: It is 2 
matter. of Jnſtice and Equity; they are lawfully ordained Minifters of 
the Galpel, arid Minifters ofthis Chureh. and 20 Obligation lyes 
Vagntratc 
not to reſtrain them, white they give due Subjection wwthe Higher 
Powers, andl in all things behave themſelves quietly; and neither 
each gay thingteading to Sedit jon. 
I it be ſaid, That thete is place for their being Aſſum d into tha 
preſent Government af the Church, and ſo to Preach the Goſpel. 
| anſwer, This, t y judge, they cannot do with a good Conſeience, 
10. It is a Church Government that was never before heard of, an 
Tmpagity witbout 4 Pgralet; ſo many Miniſters having and exereiſing I fh. 
Eetc leſiaſtical Power and Juriſtliction, and Lordiog it over the reſt oi I m 
the Miniſters of the Nation. 24% The terms of Aſſumption are ſuch, ;. 


as they cannot in Conſcience comply with! As, 1 0. They: can- of 

not Sin and Subſcribe the: Weſtminſter Conſe ſion-of Faith, as the I 

_ Confeſhoo;oftheinFanh:; berauſe there are many Dbgrines-and | [- 

Poſitiaos cantain diimit, hich are controverted amohg Proteſtant . 

 Divines bath. aß then (ame and different" Communiogs;! but they | ,, 

ova che word & GQD: containd-in the Seriptures' forthe Nule of 7 
their Faith, andthe; Ancient form vf ſound-words * 
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E A oe s and'Livings: Bur as for the People 
Sf the Epiſcopal. 7 ion, they are not, erſwadeg, k in 
doth ure the fame; Baptifim'is now:made an Inti 870 inte Parti- 
1 Klar Se and Patt {and net iato the Catholick C Ich, by bind 
__.:-- Ang, therein a Ee , ien eg wy and lifts, „ to! othe Weſtmir- 
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is, his « approve the” Government of 'the W by Mete and 


) presbyters who have not repented ſorit; Yea ſome ſuch wie have 


been defirqus ro Communiczte with them, were not Admitted, 
till they did publick Penance: for this Sin :" And. chbir Doctrine, 
in many ching they cannot approve it, nor look upon it as the 
Doctrine of efus Chriſt” This is not ſaid of all of them, but ol __ 
prevailing Spirit that reigns among them. 
FI ma de eaſſiy ſeen then, how much greater Rosſon vat b 
er! che Eyiſtopal Perſwaſion,” not 7 join in the Provhpentine 
5 chan there was for the Preshy. 
wit 


erian to decline to join 

them: For they required no ſuch Conditions ol the People, 
but deſired only to Form them to be the ue Diſeller 775 7 
Chrif, and nor to bind them to à Sect aud Rar «1-1; + 

Ahd that the People do nor generally, and far lefs malte it their | 
Choice ce, to join with them ia all places, where they ars not con 
ſtrain'd, or over-awed, appears from this *City,, and many other 
places of the Nation, u here the Reſtraint is on the other ſide, And _ 
that a great ma ſy Migiſters have been fore d in againſt the Willand 
nclinations of the People; { witne(s Leith, and many other parts) 
is wellkuown to many Members of this preſent Parliament. 

In the next place, it is ſaid, A Toleration would de highly id. 
convenient; If it be juſt and neceſſary, it is a Mattes of Duty and 
Conſcience to grant it: And it may be, the pretended — So 
ences'are neither ſo great nor teab as they pretend will follow upon 
the gtantipg it. 16,” 1 ask, if a Toleration in En gland has brought 
alen with it greater lnconyenieneies, than when they wanted it? 
If not, why ſhould we fear there may be greater here? 2ds. Whe © 
ther Vice and immorality, Hatred and Lying, Back- biting, Striſe 
and Envy, do abound more in the States of the Luitad p rouintet, 
where the Toleration is ſo general, than in this Nazion, or elſe. 
where? Or if they ſear d, leaſt the Toleration granted them by tue 
late e hone, be a Door dpeurd to nll Sandals, ore Gon, 
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embrace it. 3 tie, If it is not che Intereſt ofa Government to ſhew a 
PFatherly Care of all the People, and os ſer up ſor the Support of 
one Party only, in oppoſition to the reſt. 470. If Conſtraint in Mat. 
ters of Religion does not raither embitter and ſour Mens Spirits, 
breed in them the greater Averſion to what they would, conſtrain 
them to. 5e, It ſuch a well ordered Toleration would not tend ra. 
ther to ſweeten Mens Minds towargs one another, make them bear 
with one another in Love, lay to Heart their mutual Offences and 
injuries, and mind the things that belong to a real and ſolid Peace 
and Union. 61, Let it be conſidered, where. the actual Schiſm 
and Seperation firſt began, from whence all the ſad and evil, Con- 
- ſequences have ſince flowed; Notwithſtanding all the Changes that ” 
have been in the Matter of Church Government, yet both the Mi-, the 
niſters and the People of the reſpective Parties choſe generally to I (;; 
hold Communion with, one another, till ſome Years aſter the Re- N ,1 
eſtabliſhment ofEpiſcopacy,upon the Reſtauration of K. Ch. 2d. when Ci 
even the Presbyterian Miniſters, who left their Charges, for ſome I (1 
Years made no Separation from the eſtabliſhed Worſhip, nor yet the 

People, till on a ſudden they ſeparated all at once, about the time 5 
of the firſt InfurreQion in ax 1666, and what Factious Practices 1 
ſollowed thereupon, which made us a Scandal to our Neighbours, 
and a Reproach to Religion itſelf, is but too evident. 
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That thoſe of the Epiſcopal Perſwaſion in Scotland, may not be - 
allowed a Toleration, as well as the Diſſenters in England, is not 
made appear by what has been ſaid on that Subject: For, Firſt, ſ 
The Toleration in England is to all Parties proſeſſing Chriſtianity, I © 
the Papiſt excepted. 240, Iheſe of the Epiſcopal Perſwaſion have 1 
exhibited the particular Grounds and Reaſons, why they cannot join 1 
with the preſent  Presbyterian Eſtabliſpment: And which of them , 
are of greater moment, theſe, or what the Exgliſb Presbyterian |, 
Diſſenters pretend to, is left to the ſudgement of the Impartial Read- | 
er to determine. As the Book called Mr. Baxter's Life is brought || * 
in for an Evidence of this, ſo l with the Presbyterjans here were 
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1 noreè ofthe Tame Spirit, Temper and Principles with Mr. Baxter;And x 
his Writings, eſpecially in bis later Years, were more recommended b7x 
it- ¶ them to the people, than they are; If fo, they Would not have treated 
ut. Lerimer, when he came to be Profeſſor among them, as they did: 
1 NI Even in that very Book, it appears, how fat he was from making 
a. the Terms of Chriſtian Communion narrower than the Goſpel of 
I Chcift, or the puteſt and primitive Ages of Chriſtianity made it; And 
nd particularly, from making the Weſtminſter Confeſſion to be ſubſcribed 

25 the Confeſſion of our Faith, which he ſays, was never the Mind of 
n N the Compilers, 3710, I hat the Diſſenters in Euglandlave met with ſe- 
rere Treatment, is what I ſhall not juſtiſie, and that thoſe of the Eyiſ- 


AJ opal Perſwafion here have not met with far worſe now, is not owing to 
e Spirit and Principle of the Presbyterians, but that the Government 
6 ſaw it not fit, to let them have their Swing; Witneſs the laſt times, 


hen their Power was Rampant, and the Severe Pen al Statutes, botli 
0 NN Civil! and Ecc'efiaſtick;; and the Rigorous Execution of them, to 
which the'Epiſcopal Diſſenters,then of all Ranks, were ſo grievouſly 
© Nl expoſed: And lor this give me leave to adduce the Teſtimony of an 
eye Wuüneſs, the Worthy Lord Cyimond, the Learned Doctor 
AR. ruet Biſhop of Sarum his Father, in a Letter of his to à Friend, 
che truly Learned and Worthy Laird of Stralocb, (ho had de- 
- Tf fired him to write the Hiſtory of theſe times,) where among other 
© Nl things he writes thus, ---Nec ſantum ſcriptor hotum temporum lahorabit 
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N hac incertitudine rerum geſtarum, & ſuggeſtione rerum falſarum pro verb, 
Jed multo magisin hoc, quod intima & vera Corfilioram Arcanorumque 
" || Copnitio habet i now poteſt, vel a ſepoſito vit inſtituto, vel ab hominis | 
Leo ſecum non gravate habitantis, pracipue in hac tanta & tam fu- 
7 cata totius Inſalæ Hypocrifi, qua Homines ſe in Angeles Lucis Tr ansfor- 
p mantes, & tanquam Angeli de C's demiſi, inter Suſpiria & fiftos Ge- 


mitus, nibil niſi divinum crepantes & divinam gloriam in omnibus pre 
/e ferentes ; e contra revera tanquam Diaboli ex inferno emiſi, & Lo- 


an . 7 ow - _— . 
— i Mgmt WEAGKES. £42 AS? A! eee 


L cuſtæ Apocalyptice ex uteo abyſſi prodeuntes, omnia corruperunt® va- 

5 farunt, Fecleſiam & Rempblican perdiderunt, ejuſque loco feram bel. 

a luam mu um capitum utrinque con ituet unt, omnes imperio, dioni- © 
85 0 2 | fal, 


. 


E 4 * 
75 nn. 
* 8 = Y > — 


1 1 N 2 * 


/ taribus, bonis,. fortunis ſpoliarunt, Nl ſe Hominos Late, Diguitatic, 


| ,and,the SuggeſtionaiFall- 


in this, That he cannoteome en. 


the World, eſpecially ir 
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hin the People to Seditious practices, and yet: in the midſt ol cheſt; lc 
dolgences: were: granted them. H indwhiancer granted: hy the 
State ta Epiſcopal Miniſters, yet poſſeſsimg Churches und Benefices, 
is /ndtavour i ing to the Presbytęriau Miniſters but tp the Govern” 
ment: Beſides it was not properly ao ſadulgence, buta Protection 
given them by the Government upon their performing the Oondi- 


tions required of them by Law. adh. The Ministers 181 


r Wo Mere In- 
dultzed, were not, I ſoppoſe, obliged to Renpuneecthe alem Cu- 
am they ſpeak of, if others were, it AAS n wonder, rconſidering 
the horrid practice that had formerly ſalia Ve pon them, te do 
-whiclythey thought chemfelves hound hy their Covenants; and the 
actual Rebellions, Inſurrections und editions: that were pra t iſed 
before add after. theleIndulgeriees; my. juſtifię the State in ſome 
meuſure ſoc ſueh proceedings agstuſti cler, ant. though lt he far 
- rom approving any hardſhips they met with, yet dt is to be en- 
ſidered, how far their Nebellious principles and practices had pro- 
vol d the Government to it. And-this can no ways be reckoned 
a deed ofthe Fpiſcpal Miniſters, they did not: exxite the Judges, 
Officers or Souldiers ſo to Treat them, hu fur rather the contra- 
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